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Niagara County Resident Honored at Developmental Disabilities Statewide Conference 
 
SARATOGA SPRINGS, N.Y., Nov. 7, 2019 – A Niagara County resident received statewide honors at the Cerebral Palsy 

Associations of New York State conference on Oct. 28. The honoree was chosen from nominees across New York State. 

 

Ernestine Gayle of Niagara Falls received the Robert Schonhorn Direct Support Professional of the Year Award for her 

excellent care and support of people with disabilities who live in one of Empower’s community residences. Ernestine's 

positive interactions with residents and her upbeat demeanor with co-workers creates a positive environment.  

 

“The house where Ernestine works has the lowest staff turnover in our whole agency,” said Empower Chief Executive 

Officer Jeff Paterson. “We firmly believe this is due in part to the mentoring and role modeling that Ernestine provides to 

her co-workers.”  

 

Ernestine serves on Empower’s Incident Review Committee and played a key role in Empower's accreditation by the 

Council on Quality and Leadership. She was Empower's employee of the year in 2006.  

 

Each year, Empower helps 1,000 people with and without disabilities through a variety of programs and services. With 

300 employees and a $14 million budget, Empower is one of Western New York’s 60 largest nonprofit organizations. The 

administrative offices, preschool and community clinic are located on Lockport Road in the Town of Niagara. The job 

training and day programs division is based in the Town of Niagara and in the Town of Wheatfield, while residential 

facilities are located throughout Niagara County. Licensed by the New York State Office for People with Developmental 

Disabilities and the New York State Education Department, Empower is an affiliate of the Cerebral Palsy Associations of 

New York State.  
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