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Empower Receives Grant from the Elks  
 

TOWN OF NIAGARA, N.Y., Oct. 31, 2016 – Empower, the not-for-profit organization formerly known as Niagara Cerebral 
Palsy, received a $3,500 grant from the New York State Elks Association to expand programming in Lewiston.   
 
Empower is one of eight cerebral palsy affiliate organizations in New York State to receive special grants totaling 
$20,000. Since 1954, the New York Elks Association has raised $25 million for an array of community-based services for 
individuals with developmental disabilities and their families across the state.    
 

According to Empower Chief Executive Officer Jeff Paterson, “From day one, the Elks have been wonderful partners in 

supporting individuals with disabilities across New York State.  This grant will help us to expand our presence in 

Lewiston, and we look forward to announcing details of that expansion soon. Empower is proud to be associated with 

the Elks, and we truly appreciate their support.” 

 

With 300 employees and a $14 million budget, Empower is one of Western New York’s 50 largest nonprofit 

organizations. The administrative offices, preschool, community clinic and service coordination program are located on 

Lockport Road in the Town of Niagara. The job training and day programs division is based in Niagara Falls, while 

residential facilities are located throughout Niagara County. Licensed by the New York State Office for People with  

Developmental Disabilities and the New York State Education Department, Empower is an affiliate of the Cerebral Palsy 

Association of New York State.  

 

Photo Caption: New York State Elks Association Chief Executive Officer, James Peace (second from right) handing $3,500 

check to Empower Chief Executive Officer, Jeff Paterson (second from left) and Empower Board of Directors members, 

Tom Caserta (far left) and Bob DiFrancesco (far right) 
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